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Cudworth  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAS.  officer  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


Ashley  House, 

Cudworth, 

May,  1921. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Cudworth 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

1 beg  herewith  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  your  Township  for  the  year  1920. 

A.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  DISTRICT. 

I.)  Physical  Features  and  General  Character) 

of  the  District. 

The  District  is  divided  into  Four  Wards — North, 
South,  East  and  West — its  area  being  1,615  acres, 
3 roods,  15  poles — having  an  undulating  surface  with 
the  superficial  strata  Composed  of  the  shales  and  sand- 
stones of  the  coal  measures. 
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Cudworth  is  250  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  bein^ 
unprotected,  is  rather  cold  during  the  winter  months  — 
but  it  is  always  most  satisfactory  to  find  the  health  of 
Cudworth  is  very  good,  as  compared  with  the  immediate 
surrounding  neighbourhood. 

Coal  Mining  is  the  chief  industry — the  remaining 
inhabitants  being  mostly  employed  as  Railwaymen  on 
the  Midland,  Hull  and  Barnsley,  and  the  Dearne  Valley 
Railways. 


(ii).  PopuiatioE. 

The  1911  Census  was  6,852.  The  population  as 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  middle  of 
1920,  was  7,479,  for  the  purpose  of  calculating  the 
Birth  Rate  and  the  Death  Rate. 


In  my  opinion  I consider  this  very  much  below  the 
actual  population,  foi’  to-day  there  is  more  over- 
crowding than  ever  1 have  known  Cudworth  have,  in 
some  cases  three  families  are  living  together. 


Our  remedy  will  come  gradually  as  the  New  Houses 
are  ready  for  occupation.  From  my  own  observation 
and  from  periodic  chats  I have  with  the  Clerk  of  Works 
and  your  Surveyor,  1 am  convinced  that  the  Housing 
Scheme  is  progressing  most  favourably. 


The  number  of  Fdiabited  Dwelling-houses  in  Cud- 
worth on  June  30th,  1920,  was  1,478.  No  new  houses 
were  completed. 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
being  7,479,  this  means  slightly  over  5 persons  per 
house,  which,  1 think,  you  will  agree  with  me  is 
under-estimated. 
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Table  I. 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  AT  A 

GLANCE. 


Area  of  C U.D.  ...  1,615  acres,  3 roods,  15  poles 

Population  at  1901  Census  ...  ...  3,415 

„ 1911  „ ...  ...  6,852 

,,  estimated  at  the  middle  of  1920  7,479 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  1911  Census  ...  683 

,,  ,,  at  end  of  1920  ...  1,478 

No.  of  Nuisances  detected  and  remedied  in 

1920  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Deaths  during  1920  ...  • ...  ...  84 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  11-27 

,,  Phthisis  (Pulmonary)  ...  ...  00  26 

,,  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  nil 

,,  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  2*27 

Births  registered  in  1920  ...  ...  292 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  39  04 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ...  92 

,,  (a)  Under  1 year  old  ...  25 

,,  (b)  Between  I and  2 years  2 

Total  Notifications  (T  Infectious  Diseases  ...  26S 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  or  Natmal 

Increase  of  the  year  ...  ...  209 


B.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Township  is  still  supplied  with  good  water 
from  the  Barnsley  Water  Works  at  Midhope  and 
Ingbirch worth,  being  carried  through  cast  iron  pipes  to 
the  various  parts  of  the  district.  It  is  hard,  pure  and 
of  very  good  quality. 


The  supply  was  constant  and  plentiful.  No 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  neither  were 
any  diseases  traced  to  it. 
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Rivers  and  Streams — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

4'iie  New  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  whicli  was 
sanctioned  hy  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1914, 
was  l')e^im  early  in  the  year,  and  is  nearing  completion. 
It  is  hoped  to  be  in  working  oi'dei’ hy  Whitsuntide,  1921. 

This,  I feel  sure,  will  cope  with  the  suggested 
privy  conversions,  and  the  New  Houses  to  be  built,  for 
some  years  to  come. 

\ 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Man}/'  of  the  Ash  iMidden  type  still  exist,  and  so 
long  as  they  do,  the  health  of  the  District  will  suffer 
somewhat. 

A careful  list  of  these  has  been  prepared,  and  it  is 
hoped,  if  tlie  necessary  labour  can  be  obtained,  that  a 
great  many  of  them  will  have  been  converted  into  the 
Water  Carriage  System  by  the  end  of  1921. 


At  the  end  of  1920  there  were  in  the  Township— 


(a)  Privies  with  Open  Middens 

(b)  Privies  with  Covered  Middens  ... 

(c)  Water  Closets 

(d)  Waste  Water  Closets... 

(e)  No.  reconstructed  in  1920  as  W.C.’s 

(f)  No.  of  additional  Closets  to  Old  Property  .. 

(g)  No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1920  foj 

New  Houses,  W.C.’s 


17 

801 

523 

2 

8 

Nil 

1 


Scavenging. 

This  has  been  tione  by  cotitract,  but  during  the 
year  the  Council  decided  to  take  it  over  again  — a Motor 
Lorry  being  piu’chased  for  tlie  purpose. 

The  Refuse  is  disposed  of  to  two  tips  mostly,  the 
farmers  taking  a small  quantity. 


V 


5 


I heard  of  no  genuine  inadequacy  in  any  part  of 
the  District. 

Nuisances. 

During  the  year  91  Nuisances  were  detected  and 
j’emedied. 


91  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and  all  were 
complied  with. 


No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 


w.c.’s  Blocked 

25 

Drains  Blocked 

16 

Manholes  Blocked 

10 

Gullies  Blocked 

22 

Defective  Ashplaces 

8 

Defective  Sink  Pipes 

6 

Defective  Roofs 

4 

91 

Public  Schools. 

There  are  Pour  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Town- 
ship, under  the  control  of  the  West  Riding  Education 
Authority.  They  are  up-to-date,  except  tlie  old  Church 
School. 


An  addition  was  erected  in  Pontefract  Road  for 
the  Infants,  the  structure  being  of  wood,  this,  in  my 
opinion,  not  being  suitable. 

They  are  commodious,  wdth  plenty  of  light  and  air, 
and  sanitary  arrangements  very  satisfactory, 

1 advised  all  the  Schools  to  be  closed  for  a month 
(from  Vlarcli  19th  to  April  17th),  owing  to  an  epidemic 
of  Me  isles  thi'oughout  the  entire'  district.  They  were 
re-opened  on  April  19th. 
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Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

AH  Dai  ries  and  Cowsheds  were  inspected 
periodically,  and  found  to  be  kept  in  good  sanitary 
condition,  being  thoioughly  cleaned  down  and  lime- 
washed  twice  yearly. 

No  samples  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  analysis  under  the  Foiui  and  Drug  Acts. 

No  instance  of  disease  was  attributed  to  milk.  No 
Veterinary  Inspection  was  necessary. 

There  are  13  Registered  Cowkeepers,  the 
approximate  number  of  Milch  Cows  being  96. 

I heard  of  no  insufficiency  during  the  year.  There 
was  no  prosecution  for  adulteration. 

Child  Welfare  Centre. 

This  was  opened  April  28th,  1920,  by  Mr.  J.  Guest, 
M.P.,  and  supported  by  County  Councillor  J ohn  Newton. 
J.P.,  Rev.  P.  Ri  jliardson,  Rev.  P.  Gordon  Mee  and  Dr. 
Jubb  from  the  County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Your  Medical  Officer  and  Nurse  Greenhalgh  are  in 
charge  of  the  centre,  supported  by  a staff  of  ladies  who 
have  given  up  an  afternoon  each  week  to  assist  in  this 
most  useful  woi  k. 

The  Old  Wesleyan  Schoolroom  was  the  original 
building  the  clinic  was  held  in,  but  on  account  of  the 
progress  made,  more  adequate  accommodation  was  need- 
ed, and  fortunately  the  St.  Geoige’s  Hall  was  obtained. 
This  is  much  larger  and  has  the  advantage  of  two 
smaller  rooms  at  one  end,  where  the  babies  can  be 


7 


m 


weighed,  and  a much  quieter  room  for  the  Doctor  to  see 
the  cases,  d'vveiity  one  clinics  were  held  dui  ing  tlie 
year,  and  were  well  attended.  183  cases  being  seen,  and 
I tliink  you  will  agree  on  l eading  my  note  on  the  1 nfantile 
Mortality,  tnat  it  is  a movemeni  in  the  right  direction, 
for  only  2 more  babies  died  in  1920  as  compared  with 
1919,  yielding  a low  infantile  death-rate  of  92  per  1,000 
births,  and  unfortunately  7 of  the  babies  died  from  pre- 
mature birth. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  5,  but  still  unregistered.  Your  Sanitary 
Inspector  tells  me  they  are  kept  in  gooti  order,  drainage 
efficient,  limewashing  and  general  cleanliness  well  looked 
after,  the  watei’  supply  abundant. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

No  prosecution  took  place. 


Bakehouses. 

Of  these  there  are  three.  All  were  periodically 
visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

Public  Abattoir. 

There  is  not  one.  Unexpected  visits  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  are  made  from  time  to  time  during 
slaughtering. 


Factories  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 

Much  the  same  as  in  pre-wai'  times,  consisting  of 
Dressmaking,  Millinery,  Boot  Repaiiing,  Bakehouses, 
Joinery,  Plumbing,  Blacksmithing,  Cycle  Repairing, 
Fellmongering  and  Watch  Repairing. 


There  is  no  smoke  nuisance  from  any  of  these. 
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C.  - SANITAI^Y  ADMINISTRATION  OP  THE 

DISTRICT. 

1.  Staff.  ' 

"Hie  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  ' 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation  Available  for  Infectious 

Diseases,  including  Small  Pox. 

The  Infectious  Cases  (except  an  occasional  one) 
were  removed  to  Kendray  Hospital,  at  Ardsley,  which  is 
situated  about  three  miles  from  Cudwoi’th,  and  is 
controlled  by  the  Borough  of  Barnsley.  It  is  an  up-to- 
date  Institution  and  pleasantly  situated.  At  times 
inadequate  accommodation  exists. 

3.  The  folio  wing  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  : — 

1 — Public  Health  Acts’  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

2 — Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

2 — Private  Street  Works’  Act,  1892. 

4.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

Sputa,  Swabs,  Blood,  &c.,  are  sent  to  the  County 
Hall,  Wakefield,  when  necessary,  to  assist  accurate 
diagnoses. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

35  cases  were  met  with  during  the  year,  34  of 
which  were  removed  to  Kendray  Hospital,  where  one 
unfortunately  died. 

Distribution  in  the  Wards. 

North  South  East  West 

13  ...  9 ...  3 ...  10 
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Cases  were  met  with  in  every  month,  except 
June,  but  27  of  the  35  'luring  tlie  last  five  months 
o{  the  year. 

All  the  cases  were  isolated  prior  to  their  removal 
to  Kendray,  after  which  the  houses  were  disinfected 
with  Formic  Aldehyde. 

Izal,  Disinfecting  Powder  and  Soap  are  supplied  to 
the  Householdej's. 


Erysipelas. 

Seveti  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  no 
deaths  occurring  therefrom. 


Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid). 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  He  was 
removed  to  Kendray  and  recovered. 

I am  of  opinion  this  was  contracted  whilst  on  a 
holiday,  after  having  made  all  the  necessary  investiga- 
tions at  his  home  and  surroundings. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

No  case  was  met  with. 


Small  Pox. 

Again  we  were  quite  free  from  this  terrible  disease. 


Out  of  292  children  born  in  Cudworth  in  1920, 
1 35  were  vaccinated — i.e.,  46  30  per  1,000.  Thei’e  are 
still  too  many  exemptions,  but  one  is  pleased  to  see  a 
giadual  increase  in  the  number  of  vaccinations  the 
last  few  years. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

A mild  attack  followed  the  Spi’iiig  Epidemic  of 
Measles,  fortunately  no  deaths  occurred. 

Measles. 

191  houses  were  notified,  187  being  in  the  months 
of  January,  February,  Maich  and  April.  Seven  deaths 
occurred. 

All  the  Schools  were  closed  on  March  19th,  and 
re-opened  April  19th. 

1 am  still  of  opinion  that  notification  of  Measles 
has  done  good  and  been  of  benefit,  although  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  entirely  prevent  epidemics,  it  certainly 
has  been  the  means  of  limitiiig  them. 

Parents  are  advised  to  isolate,  in  warm  well 
ventilated  rooms  for  a fortnight,  at  least,  their  children, 
some  carry  out  my  instructions,  some  don’t,  those  who 
do  are  generally  convinced  that  the  correct  treatment 
has  been  carried  out,  and  the  serious  sequelae — Acute 
Bronchitis,  Broncho-pneumonia,  and  even  Meningitis — 
often  prevented. 


Tuberculosis. 

18  cases  were  notified,  16  being  of  the  Lungs,  the 
other  2 being  of  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Seven  underwent  Sanitorium  treatment. 

Patients,  when  able,  attend  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary,  Queen’s  Road,  Barnsley  ; Dr.  Rivers  still 
being  in  charge. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  'ruberculosis,  pai  ticulat  ly 
of  the  Lungs  (Phthisis)  is  on  the  increase. 
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The  War  has,  no  doubt,  been  principally  responsible 
for  this  increase,  on  account  of  the  over-crowding,  and 
scarcity  of  houses  resulting  from  it,  conditions  which 
lend  themselves  to  the  spread  of  disease,  and  prevent 
any  adequate  means  being  taken  to  arrest  it. 

Advanced  cases  are  the  chief  source  of  danger, 
especially  if  those  affected  neglect  to  take  the  necessary 
precautions  with  regard  to  spitting,  ventilation  of  rooms, 
and,  when  possible,  sleeping  in  separate  bedrooms. 

Unfortunately,  the  latter  is,  at  the  present  time, 
piactically  impossible  to  carry  out  in  the  majority 
of  cases. 

I think,  however,  people  are  getting  to  know  more 
about  the  disease,  and  recognise  the  importance  of 
seeking  medical  advice  as  soon  as  possible.  This  is 
hopeful,  as  with  the  early  recognition  of  the  disease,  so 
much  can  he  done  to  ari’est  it,  and  prevent  its  spreading 
to  other  members  of  the  family. 

Housing. 

No  New  Houses  have  been  built  to  relieve  the 
shortage,  consequently  the  housing  conditions  through- 
out the  district  sliow  no  signs  of  improvement. 

I have  noticed  few  Repairs  have  been  done,  but 
there  is  still  a lot  of  work  to  be  done  in  repaiiing 
property  and  converting  Privy  Middens  into  Water 
Closets. 

One  cannot  do  much  on  account  of  having  no 
alternative  accommodation  foi'  the  tenants. 

However,  I hope,  as  soon  as  some  of  the  New  Houses 
are  built,  that  progress  will  be  made  with  this  very 
important  work,  it  is  impossible  to  have  a healthy  and 
vigorous  population  unless  housed  in  clean  healthy  and 
sanitary  houses. 
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Table  II. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1920. 


Nntifijd)le 

Disease. 

At  all  Ages. 

I\uinl)er  ot  t a«es  Notiheu 

At  Ages — Years. 

1 Nfirth  Ward 

1 South  Ward 

1 East  Ward 

W^est  Ward 

Total  Cases 
removed  to 
Kend  ay  Hospital 

Under 

I year 

Vh 

(V 

5 X 

CQ 

0) 

c/5 

^ U- 

-o  '' 

<— • 

« IT) 

1 15  and  under 

1 25  vears 

53 

'E  X 

u. 

3 f6 
IL 

"3  > . 
3 to 
CC 

to 

Cl 

3 X 

3 .X 
<U 

C to 
rt  to 
to 

63  and 

upwards 

Diptheria  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• « • 

. • . 

• • • 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

7 

* • 

• • • 

. . • 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

* . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

. • 

7 

24 

4 

. . . 

13 

9 

3 

10 

34 

Fever 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. . . 

4 

4 

. . . 

« • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

1 

. . . 

Pneumonia 

9 

. . . 

• • 

. • . 

. . . 

4 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

. • . 

Measles 

191 

5 

95 

90 

1 

• • * 

• • • 

• • • 

44 

72 

42 

33 

. . . 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ... 

16 

. . • 

. . 

5 

4 

5 

2 

5 

7 

2 

2 

• . . 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis  ... 

2 

... 

1 

1 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Totals 

266 

9 

103 

120 

12 

13 

7 

2 

69 

97 

51 

49 

36 

Deaths. 

75  Deaths  (33  Males  and  42  Females  were  registereil 
in  the  District.  Nine  Deaths  of  residents  occurred  in 
Hospitals,  Infirmaries  and  Collieries  outside  the  District. 
No  non-residents  died,  therefore  84  actual  deaths  of 
Cud  worth  residents  during  the  year.  That  is  22  less 
than  in  1919. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  is  11*27. 

This  you  will  observe  in  Table  iii,  is  lowei'  than  it 
has  been  for  the  last  10  years. 
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Table  III. 


Year. 

Death  Rate. 

1910 

1464 

1911 

1453 

1912 

11-81 

1913 

14-68 

1914 

15-46 

1915 

1675 

1916 

12-46 

1917 

11-37 

1918 

20-12 

1919 

1474 

1920 

11-27 

riie  greatest  Number  of 

Deaths  occurred  in 

September  ( 10),  January  (9) , Pehru.iry  (9)  aiul  Alai’ch 
(9j,  and  the  least  in  July  (1)  and  November  (2). 


Table  I¥. 

As  to  Mortality  at  Groups  of  Ages  : — 


27  Died  under  1 year  of  age. 

10  ,,  between  1 and  2 years. 


9 9 

99 

n U 

99 

5 

99 

5 

„ 15 

99 

Nil 

99 

9 9 

15 

„ 25 

99 

8 

99 

99 

25 

45 

99 

15 

9 9 

9 

45 

„ 65 

99 

15  ,,  over  65  years  of  age  (11  of 

these  being  over  70  years 

of  age). 

84 

Three  Inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  during 
the  year. 


The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1920 
is  12*4  from  all  causes. 


Table 
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Table  YI. 

CAUSES  OP  DEATHS  IN  CUDWORTH  URBAN 

DISTRICT,  1920. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  (Civilians  Only) 

38 

46 

Measles 

4 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

1 

• • * 

Influenza 

5 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

5 

Meningitis 

2 

♦ • • 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

• • • 

2 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

1 

6 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• • • 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal 

1 

. . . 

Fever 

• • • 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  ... 

5 

2 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

• • • 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of 

8 

9 

age 

14 

13 

Total  Illegitimate 

3 

2 

Total  Births 

143 

149 

Legitimate 

135 

141 

Illegitmate 

8 

8 

Population  for  Births  and  Deaths... 

7479 

16 


Infantile  Mortality. 

27  Babies  died  under  one  year  old,  that  is  two 
more  tlian  in  1919,  but  79  more  babies  were  born  in 
1920  than  in  1919.  This  yields  a death  rate  of  92  per 
1,000  births,  and  is  equivalent  to  one  death  in  10  81 
biiths  for  the  year. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  in  1915  was  149 


1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Chief  Causes  of  Death  under  1 Year  Old. 

Premature  Birth 
Bronchitis 

Bi’oncho  Pneumonia 
Diarrhoea  ... 

Malformation 
Measles 
Convulsions 
Gastric  Catarrh 
Acute  Intursusception  (Hospital 
Operation)  ... 


Age  Distribution  of  Deaths. 

Under  4 weeks 
1 to  3 months 
3 to  6 
6 to  9 
9 to  12 


99 


1 

5 

2 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1 


27 

9 

5 
4 

6 
3 


111 

89 

129 

117 

92 


27 

Births. 

292  Births  (143  Males  and  149  Females')  weie 
registered  in  your  District  duiing  tlie  year,  giving  a 
Birth  Rate  of  39  04  per  1,000  population  per  annum 
(at  the  middle  of  the  year’s  estimation,  viz  , 7479,  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  Return). 
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Tiie  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  25'4. 

79  more  Babies  were  born  in  1920  as  compared 
with  the  number  born  in  1919. 


Illegitimate  Childrerie 

There  were  16  (an  increase  of  7 on  the  previous 
year),  8 Males  and  8 Females.  This  is  equivalent  to 
one  in  every  18'25  children  born  during  the  yeai’ 
Five  of  these  died  (3  Males  and  2 Females). 


As  to  Months. 

Most  were  born  in  April,  34  ; October,  32  ; May, 
29  ; and  September  and  March,  27  each  ; and  least  in 
November,  15.  No  correct  list  of  still-born  births 
is  kept. 


In  conclusion,  I consider  the  statistical  results  of  the 
report  are  most  satisfactory.  Births  are  beginning  to 
increase  again,  and  there  is  a marked  diop  in  the  death 
rate.  Infantile  Mortality  and  Zymotic  Death  Rates  are 
much  lower  than  those  recorded  for  a few  years. 


Taking  into  consideration  the  existing  scarcity  of 
houses  and  over-crowtling,and  general  sanitary  condition, 
they  are  very  satisfactory,  and  much  better  than  one 
expected. 


it  is  regretable  that  Tuberculosis  has  increased  in 
spite  of  all  that  has  been  done  to  diminish  it,  especially 
as  it  is  largely  a preventable  disease.  It  cannot  possibly 
be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  imtil  more  houses  aie  built, 
and  ovei'-ci’owding  relievetl,  and  adequate  Sanatorium 
and  other  treatment  provided. 
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Pi'ogress  has  perhaps  been  slow  and  delayed  in 
Sanitary  Improvements,  hut  tin's  has  been  unavoidable, 
owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the  times  and  high  prices. 


The  most  urgent  need  of  the  District  at  the  present 
time  is  more  Houses,  the  building  of  whicli  I hope  the 
Council  will  continue  to  press  on  to  the  fullest  possible 
extent. 


I again  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  my  last  year’s 
request,  and  that  is  “A  Public  Moi  tuary.”  No  elaborate 
building  is  required,  so  the  outlay  would  not  be  great. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  courtesy 
and  consideration  they  have  always  shown  to  me,  and  to 
acknowledge  the  assistance  I have  at  all  times  received 
from  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  other  officials  of  the 
Council. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


